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NEW APPLICATIONS
 
1. Standards Variance requests for parking a

convert garage at 1330 E. 55th St. (Case
Attachment 6) 

 
The 42’ x 122’ lot, zoned R-1-N (Single Family Res
developed with a legal nonconforming one-story duple
of the lot. The applicant is requesting standards varian
garage in the rear of the lot as a laundry and bonus ro
storage/gym room. The applicant contends that the 7’
narrow to access the garage. The conversion would 
less than code required parking and usable open 
owner has been cited for illegally converting the two
quarters. The owner is proposing to remove the bath
bathroom. 
 
The Zoning Administrator Public Hearing is schedule
2006, at 2:00 P.M. in Planning and Building 7th Floo
Written comments may be addressed to the Zoning Ad
Bihn, Department of Planning and Building, 333 W. O
Floor, Long Beach CA 90802. 
 

PENDING CASES PREVIOUSLY REPOR
 
2. Staff Site Plan Review for new Church buildi

Blvd. (Case 0606-26) LH (see Attachment 5) 
 
The 1.3-Acre site is zoned I (Institutional) which perm
Greater Open Door Church proposes to demolish the
structures on site to build a new 28,218 SF two-story c
basement level. 330 seats are proposed on the first
balcony seating on the second level. 50 parking 
additional office, classroom, and social hall space, are
Site Plan Review Committee reviewed the project and
regarding the design, orientation, and parking shortage
 
 
 
 

www.longbeach.gov/plan/pb/cpd
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1. 1330 E. 55th St. – SV for garage conversion (9/25 ZA) 
2. 120 E. Artesia Blvd. - SSPR for new 28,218 SF Church Building
3. 525 E. 55th St. – CUP, SV for Church (PC) 
4. 5875 Obispo Ave. – Mod CUP for Cellular Antenna Addition 
5. 1340 E. South St. – Mod SPR for Cellular Antenna Addition 
6. 5400 Atlantic Ave. – CUP for Automatic Car Wash (PC) 
7. 2801 E. Artesia Blvd. – SSPR for 3877 SF retail building 
8. 6640 Cherry Ave. – CUP for Check Cashing (10/5 PC) 
9. 6901 Cherry Ave. – SSPR for new office building 

 

 



3. Conditional Use Permit and Standards Variance for a Church at 525 E. 55th St. 
(Case 0408-37) JW (see Attachment 2) 

 
The 90’ x 110’ lot, located at the Northwest corner of 55th Street and Atlantic Avenue, is 
zoned CCA (Commercial Community Automobile-Oriented). The structure was originally 
constructed in 1946. The Church occupies at total of approximately 5,000 SF, a 3,640 SF 
sanctuary and a 1,350 SF annex, in two of the three tenant spaces in the building. Churches 
are permitted in the CCA zone with a Conditional Use Permit. The God’s Divine Center of 
Holiness, which currently conducts church services and group counseling at this location, 
was cited by code enforcement for operating without a CUP. The 4 parking spaces located 
on site are less than code required parking.  
 
Initial research indicates that a church was established at this location in 1972. A Planning 
Commission date will be scheduled once further information has been received regarding the 
period of time that a church has been present at the location. 
 
4. Modify Conditional Use Permit for Cellular Monopole at 5875 Obispo Ave. (Case 

0608-13) CJ (see Attachment 10) 
 
The applicant proposes modify a Conditional Use Permit to add three new cellular antennas 
to the existing to the existing 45’ tall monopole and locate screened equipment cabinets at 
ground level enclosed by a wall. The site is located in the IL and IG (Light and General 
Industrial) zones. The Conditional Use Permit for the monopole was originally approved in 
1998 and modified in 2002 to co-locate an additional cellular carrier. The Staff Site Plan 
Review Committee will review the modification request. 
 
5. Staff Site Plan Review of Modification to a Roof Mounted Cellular Antennas at 

1340 E. South St. (Case 0608-13) CJ (see Attachment 11) 
 
The applicant proposes to attach three new cellular antennas to the existing residential 
building and locate screened equipment cabinets at ground level enclosed by a wall. Existing 
attached cellular antennas and equipment cabinets were approved in 2002. The site is 
located in the CNR (Neighborhood Commercial and Residential) zone. Attached/roof 
mounted cellular and personal communication services are permitted by right in Commercial 
zones, but are subject to special development standards and must be reviewed through Staff 
Site Plan Review. 
 
6. Conditional Use Permit for Automatic Car Wash at 5400 Atlantic Ave. (Case 0606-

23) LH (see Attachment 9) 
 
A new 950 SF automatic drive-thru car wash is proposed in addition to the existing gas 
station at 5400 Atlantic Avenue. The 110’ x 180’ site at the Northeast corner of Atlantic Ave 
and Market Street is zoned CCA (Community Automobile-Oriented Commercial). A 
Conditional Use Permit is required for car washes in the CCA zone. The automated system 
proposed operates using a PIN number purchased by the customer and entered into a 
console. Signals alert the driver to enter and automated wash bay, to enter the automated 
dryer bay, then to exit the structure. Proposed hours of operation are 7 am to 8 pm.  
 



The applicant will submit revised plans based on feedback received from City Departments at 
the Technical Advisory Committee. A Planning Commission date will be scheduled once 
revised plans are submitted. 
 
7. Staff Site Plan Review for new 3,877 SF retail building at 2801 E. Artesia Blvd. 

(Case 0303-28) JU (see Attachment 19) 
 
The 13,281 SF lot, zoned CCA (Commercial Community Automobile-Oriented), is currently 
vacant. A one-story 3,877 SF retail building with three lease areas and 17 parking spaces is 
proposed. As background, the applicant filed for Site Plan Review in 2003, but was never 
approved. The project was reviewed through Staff Site Plan Review and design comments 
were provided to the applicant. 
 
8. Conditional Use Permit for Check Cashing at 6640 Cherry Ave. (Case 0605-29) JW 

(see Attachment 1) 
 
A Check Cashing operation is proposed within existing commercial center at 6640 Cherry 
Avenue (Northeast corner of Cherry Avenue and Artesia Boulevard). Orange Rocket is the 
proposed operator. The 1,810 SF vacant tenant space was previously occupied by an auto-
parts store. A Conditional Use Permit is required for Check Cashing in the CCA zone. The 
Planning Commission continued the hearing to the September 7, 2006 Planning Commission 
Hearing. Staff has recommended that the Planning Commission again continue the hearing 
to the October 5, 2006 in order to compile citywide police statistics and policy research 
regarding check cashing operations. 
 
The Planning Commission Public Hearing is scheduled for September 21, 2006, at 1:30 
P.M. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall. Written comments may be addressed to the 
Commission, in-care-of Carolyne Bihn, Zoning Administrator, Department of Planning and 
Building, 333 W. Ocean Boulevard 7th Floor, Long Beach CA 90802. 
 
9. Staff Site Plan Review for new two story 3,468 SF office building at 6901 Cherry 

Ave. (Case 0605-18) JU (see Attachment 16) 
 
The 970’ x 130’ site, zoned IG (General Industrial), is currently developed as a trucking 
parking lot with a trailer office. A new 3,468 SF 2-story office building with 15 parking spaces 
is proposed along with the removal of the existing trailer office and new paving at the 
entrance of the site. The project was reviewed through Staff Site Plan Review and comments 
were provided to the applicant for a redesign. 
 
10. Conditional Use Permit for new cellular Monopole at 1900 South St. (Case 0603-

72) LH (see Attachment 12) 
 
A 45’ high cellular monopole, designed as a freestanding “steeple” supported by three poles 
with a sign shielding the antennas, is proposed in the parking lot of the Glad Tidings Church. 
The equipment cabinets are proposed on the ground adjacent to the pole enclosed by a 7’ 
high block wall. A Conditional Use Permit is required for cellular monopoles in all Commercial 
zones. The Planning Commission Public Hearing will be scheduled once revised plans are 
submitted.  
 



11. Conditional Use Permit for a Church at 5350 Long Beach Blvd. (Case 0601-37) SV 
(see Attachment 3) 

 
The approximately 57’ x 119’ lot is zoned CCA (Commercial Community Automobile-
Oriented). The structure was originally constructed as a retail store, and occupied by Jones 
Department Store. Churches are permitted in the CCA zone with a Conditional Use Permit. 
The Shield of Faith Church, which currently conducts services at this location, was cited by 
code enforcement for operating without a CUP. The Church uses a 14-space parking lot 
located across the alley behind the Church. The Planning Commission will hear the CUP 
request at a date uncertain. The Church has notified staff that they are looking for new 
location and have identified a site that is for sale. 
 
12. Conditional Use Permit for a Day Care Center at 85 W. Del Amo Blvd.  (Case 0602-

06) SV (see Attachment 7) 
 
A Child Day Care Center is proposed at an existing 1,704 SF single-family structure at 85 W. 
Del Amo Boulevard. The 5,150 SF lot is zoned R-1-N. A Conditional Use Permit is required 
for Day Care Centers with more than 15 persons in the R-1-N zone. The applicant is 
proposing to care for 31 children. Child Care facilities must also be licensed by the State of 
California Department of Social Services. A Special Inspection has been completed to 
identify potential code issues.  
 
The Planning Commission Public Hearing is scheduled for September 21, 2006, at 1:30 
P.M. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall. Written comments may be addressed to the 
Commission, in-care-of Carolyne Bihn, Zoning Administrator, Department of Planning and 
Building, 333 W. Ocean Boulevard 7th Floor, Long Beach CA 90802. 
 
13. Standards Variances to legalize horse stalls at 7105 Atlantic Place (Case 0509-29) 

JU (see Attachment 4) 
 
The property, zoned R-2-N, is located within a Horse Overlay District. The Horse Overlay 
District establishes regulations, safeguards, and controls for keeping and maintaining horses. 
A property within the Horse Overlay District and R-2-N zone may keep one horse for every 
2,500 SF of lot area. The applicant requests to legalize 18 horse stalls, where a maximum of 
8 horses/horse stalls are allowed by code. The applicant is also seeking standards variances 
for setbacks from rear and side property lines (0’ setback is proposed where 10’ is required) 
and minimum distances between horse stalls and other structures. The property owner has 
been sited by code enforcement. The applicant has revised the application by proposing to 
demolish 8 older wooden stalls and to legalize the 12 existing concrete block stalls. The 
revised plan is not accurate. A Zoning Administrator hearing will be scheduled when accurate 
plans are submitted. 
 
14. Modification of a Conditional Use Permit for a proposed LNG fueling station and 

tank at 2531 E. 67th St. (Case 9805-11, 9805-18) DB (see Attachment 13) 
 
A new 50-foot high (12’ diameter) Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) storage tank and fueling 
station at the Consolidated Disposal Service yard at 2531 E. 67th Street is proposed. 
Consolidated states that the use of cleaner burning LNG vehicles, replacing the current 
diesel-fueled vehicles, will be phased in over time with 57 to be in operation by 2006 and 141 
by 2012. The location of the new fueling station would be in close proximity to the existing 



diesel fueling station at the Western edge of the site near the Union Pacific Railroad tracks. 
Negative Declaration 07-05 will be prepared to evaluate potential environmental impacts. 

 
The City of Long Beach Planning Commission approved the construction and expansion of 
an existing recycling center (originally established in the 1970s) and the construction of a 
new administration building with an appurtenant truck terminal facility in August of 1998. The 
current request requires a modification of the 1998 approval.  
 
A firm Planning Commission date will be set once off-site improvements are met to the 
satisfaction of the Public Works Department. 
 
15. Mitigated Negative Declaration (Environmental Review) for revision of Solid 

Waste Facility Permit at Bel-Art Waste Transfer Station, 2501 E. 68th St. 
 
Bel-Art Waste Transfer Station, located at 2501 E. 68th Street, has applied to the County of 
Los Angeles Department of Health Services for a revision of their Solid Waste Facility Permit 
to allow an increase in the amount of material delivered to the facility from the current legal 
maximum of 1,500 tons per day to 4,000 tons per day. Bel-Art receives and temporarily 
stores non-hazardous municipal solid waste, greenwaste, and recyclable materials, and 
subsequently consolidates and transfers this material to disposal sites and recycling facilities. 
Waste is delivered primarily by commercial waste collectors, but Bel-Art also accepts waste 
from the general public.  
 
As background, the City of Long Beach Planning Commission approved the construction and 
expansion of an existing recycling center (originally established in the 1970s) and the 
construction of a new administration building with an appurtenant truck terminal facility in 
August of 1998. Negative Declaration 26-98 was also certified at this time.  
 
The County of Los Angeles DHS, Solid Waste Management Program, received written 
comments related to the Mitigated Negative Declaration through October 25, 2004. 
According to a March 6, 2005 letter from LA County, senior management staff may decide 
whether to certify the Mitigated Negative Declaration. The City of Long Beach Environmental 
Officer responded to the Mitigated Negative Declaration with a letter commenting on the 
Noise, Traffic, and Air Quality sections of the document. At its October 19, 2004 meeting, the 
Long Beach City Council voted unanimously to adopt a resolution in opposition to the 
proposed solid waste facility permit revision for the Bel-Art Waste Transfer Station. 
 
The Los Angeles County Department of Health Services, Solid Waste Management Program 
heard testimony at a Public Hearing on October 29, 2004, at McKinley Elementary School. 
Approximately 150 residents attended. If the Solid Waste Facility Permit revision were to be 
approved by the LA County Solid Waste Management Program, there would be a second 
hearing held by the California Integrated Waste Management Board prior to final 
consideration of the permit revision. 
 
As of August 30, 2006 both the Solid Waste Facility Permit Revision and the certification of 
the Mitigated Negative Declaration are still pending.  
 
 
 
 



ACTIONS ON COMPLETED CASES
 
16. Standards Variance request for a new single family dwelling at 20 W. Del Amo 

Blvd. (Case 0607-04) MH  
 
The 33’ x 73’ (2,409 SF) vacant lot is zoned R-3-T (Townhouse Residential). The applicant is 
proposing to build a new 1,353 SF two-story single family house and two-car garage with a 3’ 
side yard setback and an 8’ front yard setback, where a 5’ side yard setback and 15’ front 
yard setback are required by code. Additional standards variances requested are a porch 
projection to within 4’ of the front property line (instead of no closer than 10’) and roof eaves 
located 1’6” from the side property line (instead of no closer than 2’ 6”).  
 
The Zoning Administrator approved the standards variance requests with conditions at the 
August 21st hearing. 
 
17. Staff Site Plan Review Cellular Antenna Addition to existing SCE Tower at roughly 

Greenleaf Ave. and 710 Freeway (Case 0606-30) CJ  
 
The applicant proposes to attach new cellular antennas, at 54’ in height, to an existing 125’ 
tall SCE transmission tower and locate equipment cabinets at ground level screened by a 
fence. This portion of the SCE Right-of-Way is currently used as a nursery. The site is 
located in the PR (Public Right-of-Way) zone. Attached/roof mounted cellular and personal 
communication services are permitted by right in the Public Right-of-Way zone, but are 
subject to special development standards and must be reviewed through Staff Site Plan 
Review. The Site Plan Review Committee approved the addition. 
 
18. Mitigated Negative Declaration (Environmental Review) for North Long Beach 

Village Center Land Clearing (ND 15-06) JG 
 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 15-06 has been prepared to evaluate the potential 
environmental impacts of the demolition of structures on nine parcels in the North Long 
Beach Redevelopment Project Area.  The parcels would be cleared and assembled for future 
development by the Long Beach Redevelopment Agency.  Parcel addresses include 5821, 
5833, 5837, 5841, 5853, 5873 and 5881 Lime Avenue, 5878 Linden Avenue, and 501 E. 
South Street. 
 
As background, the Long Beach Redevelopment Agency has acquired a number of parcels 
via voluntary sales in the Village Center (Atlantic Avenue and South Street) and has issued a 
Request for Proposals to developers for the Northern two blocks at that intersection. The 
Redevelopment Agency Board certified the Mitigated Negative Declaration at its August 21, 
2006 meeting. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
  
19. 9th District Corridor Cleanups and Town Hall Meeting 
 
The next monthly cleanup will be on the Artesia Corridor from Paramount Boulevard to 
Downey Avenue on Saturday September 16th from 9am-Noon. Meet at the Farmers and 
Merchants Bank Parking lot at 3290 E. Artesia Boulevard. 
 



20. California Coastal Cleanup at De Forest Park Nature Trail, September 16th, 9am 
 
21. 10th Annual Veterans Day Parade, Saturday November 11th 
 
The parade route begins at Atlantic Avenue and Harding Street and heads south on Atlantic 
Avenue to 56th Street looping back to Houghton Park (Harding). 
  
22. General Plan Update (GPU) – PHASE II  
 
The City of Long Beach began a project a year and a half ago to update the General Plan.  
The General Plan provides the roadmap for the City’s growth and development over the next 
20 to 25 years.  A General Plan reflects the community’s vision through goals and policies 
that are implemented through strategic plans, land use plans, design guidelines, and zoning 
regulations. The General Plan helps shape how the City will change over time. How will 
neighborhoods change, will there be new shopping areas, should there be mixed use 
development along major streets, what type of jobs and businesses will exist, what will future 
buildings look like, how will people move around throughout the City, what kind of streets, 
sidewalks and landscaping will there be, and most important, how will Long Beach continue 
to be a great place to live, work and play. 
 
The first phase of the General Plan update is complete.  Community Cluster Advisory Teams, 
made up of individuals from five Community Planning Areas came together to provide input 
and identify issues.  Not surprisingly, these geographic groups identified many of the same 
issues and concerns. 
 
During Phase II of this process it will be important for the community to develop a shared 
vision for the future in Long Beach. There will be a creative and comprehensive public 
outreach program to shape the vision. If you have ideas about the various ways we can 
reach the widest possible audience, please tell us.  We are interested in reaching out to faith-
based groups, neighborhood watch, community organizations and other public gatherings 
that would be good opportunities for public participation on the General Plan. 
 
With your participation, we can shape a General Plan to reflect our shared values and vision, 
and provide a roadmap that takes Long Beach into the future. Maps, demographic 
information, reports, documents, and community cluster input, is available online at: 
http://www.longbeach.gov/apps/advance_plan/index.html
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.longbeach.gov/apps/advance_plan/index.html


IMPORTANT PHONE NUMBERS 
 

Council Member (8th District), Rae Gabelich   (562) 570-6685 
Council Member (8th District), Field Office   (562) 570-1326 
Council Member (9th District), Val Lerch   (562) 570-6137 
Council Member (9th District), Field Office   (562) 570-3319 
Police, toll free, anonymous, Gang Tip                   1- (866) 426-4847 
Police non-emergency calls     (562) 435-6711 
Police narcotics tip       (562) 570-7125 
Community Policing, Marlene cyarron@longbeach.gov (562) 570-9825 
Animal Control Center      (562) 570-7387 
Rats, Roaches, Vermin & Other – Environmental Health (562) 570-4132 
Pot Hole Patrol, reporting street pot holes   (562) 570-3259 
Maintenance for City Traffic Signs    (562) 570-5264 
Abandoned shopping carts removal             1-(800) 252-4613 
Things on power lines, SCE Hazardous Conditions           1-(800) 611-1911 press 2, then 4 
Property Maintenance, Building, Zoning Code Enforcement (562) 570-CODE 
Zoning Information      (562) 570-6194 
Building Permit information     (562) 570-6651 
Historic Preservation      (562) 570-6864 
Call Before you Dig (Underground Service Alert)  (800) 227-2600 
Noise Complaint, Environmental Health   (562) 570-5650 
Unlicensed food vendors Business License   (562) 570-6211 ext. 7 
Unlicensed food vendors Health & Human Services  (562) 570-4219   
Damaged Sewer lines from street trees   (562) 570-3259 
Graffiti hotline, on private property    (562) 570-2773 
Graffiti in City Parks, Park Maintenance, Emy Arteaga (562) 570-4895 
Graffiti in City Beaches      (562) 570-1582 
Graffiti on County flood control channel   (562) 256-1920 
Graffiti on Union Pacific Railroad property   (714) 379-3376 
Graffiti on Caltrans property, Christine Anderson  (310) 342-6161 
Special Refuse Pick-ups (Free twice a year for large items) (562) 570-2876 
Public Service       (562) 570-2700 listen to menu 
Neighborhood Resource Center, Margaret Madden  (562) 570-1010 
Storm Drain Hotline, report items dumped in storm drain (562) 570-3867 
City Park Issues, Tom Shippey     (562) 570-4899 
Street Median Issues, Tom Shippey     (562) 570-4899 



























































 

 

 

     Join Councilmember Val Lerch at these upcoming 
     9th District Saturday clean-up events for 2006: 
 

1. June 17                                    9 am - Noon 
Orange Avenue corridor – South Street to Artesia Blvd 
Meet at 6095 Orange, Gethsemane Baptist Church parking lot 

 
2. July 15                                     9 am - Noon 

Atlantic Avenue corridor – South Street to Artesia Blvd 
       Meet at Houghton Park, NE corner of Harding St and Atlantic Ave
 

3. August 19                                9 am - Noon 
Artesia Blvd corridor – Atlantic Avenue to Cherry Avenue 
Meet at NW corner business parking lot on Orange Ave and 
Artesia Blvd 

 
4. September 16                          9 am - Noon 

Artesia Blvd corridor – Paramount to Downey Blvds  
Meet at 3290 E. Artesia Blvd, Farmers and Merchants Bank 
parking lot  

 
5. October 21                              9 am - Noon 

Long Beach Blvd corridor – Artesia Blvd to city boundary 
Meet at 132 E. Artesia Blvd  

 
6. November 18                           9 am - Noon 
     Cherry Avenue corridor – South Street to Artesia Blvd   
     Meet at NE corner of Cherry Ave and South St at McDonald’s 

                  parking lot   
 
              Additional support provided by Neighborhood Services Bureau   
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